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2009 Annual Awards and Titles
•	 Bench Springer of the Year: Oxbow’s Gold Medal	

Owners:  Dave & Janeé Kemp
•	 Best of Opposite Sex to Springer of the Year: 	

Oxbow’s Sweet Dreams	
Owners:  Dave & Janeé Kemp

•	 Amateur Handled Springer of the Year: 	
Oxbow’s Gold Medal	
Owners:  Dave & Janeé Kemp

•	 Obedience Springer of the Year:	
Ch Donahan’s Definitely in Style, UD, JH, NAJ, WDX	
Owners:  Don & Carol Callahan	

•	 Agility Springer of the Year: Hijinx Esprit De Corps, 
MX,MXJ, OF	
Owner:  Elaine Resner

•	 Junior Handler of the Year: Anna Gilles

2009 Titles
•	 CH Hijinks Trick or Treat, NA, NAJ, NAJP
•	 Novice Fast Preferred
•	 Owner:  Martha Mullis
•	 Cascadian’s Touch the Sky, AX, AXJ, OF, RN
•	 Master Agility Excellent, Master Excellent Jumper, 	

American Championship	
Owner:  Carol A. Jansen

•	 Donahan’s Searching For You VCD1, AX, AXJ, OAP, OJP, TDX	
Rally Novice, Rally Advanced, Rally Excellent, 	
Agility Fast Novice Preferred	
Owner:  Linda Coffel

•	 Coffel’s Tracking you Down, TD	
Rally Novice, Tracking Dog Excellent, 	
Novice Agility Jumpers	
Owner:  Linda Coffel

•	 CH Donahan’s Definitely in Style, CDX, JH, WDX	
Utility Dog, Novice Agility Jumpers	
Owner:  Don & Carol Callahan

continued on page 2
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Future Meetings
April Meeting

Saturday, April 17, 2010 at Pad-
dington Pizza at 5255 Commercial St. 
S. in Salem at 12:00 p.m. 	
Phone: 503-370-7556 

May Meeting
There is no May meedting sched-

uled at this time.

Tualatin KC, 1/24
BOB CH Cerise Signature Of Telltale
BOS/BOW/WB Ramblewood Luck Be 

A Lady II
WD Oxbow’s Gold Medal
RWD Coffel’s Tracking You Down 

RN TDX NAJ
RWB Avonleah Bewitched At Tradewinds

Linn County KC, 2/13
GP1/BOB CH Darkover Don’T Dream 

It’s Over
BOS/WB Ramblewood Make a Memory
BOW/WD Coffel’s Tracking You 

Down RN TDX NAJ
RWD Vanity Fair’s Malfeasence
RWB Fairhaven Wildrose Read My Lips!

Linn County KC, 2/14
GP2/BOB CH Darkover Don’T Dream 

It’s Over
BOS/WB Ramblewood Make A Memory
BOW/WD Mar-Ric Sir Jackson Stonewall
RWD Ramblewood Reason To Believe
RWB Majic Azumawilbec Holiday 

Connection

Seattle KC, 3/14
BOB CH Darkover Don’t Dream It’s Over
BOS/BOW/WB Ramblewood Hello 

Darlin’
WD Darkover N Topsail Tangled Up 

N Blue
RWD Darkover If You Can Dream
RWB Fairhaven Wildrose Read My Lips!

Peninsula DFC, 3/27
BOB CH Mar-Ric Kayndee Legacy
BOS CH Oxbow’s On To Silverado 
BOW/WD Darkover N Topsail 

Tangled Up N Blue
RWD Darkover If You Can Dream
WB Oxbow’s Mum’s The Word
RWB Mar-Ric Sweet Inspirations

Peninsula DFC, 3/28
BOB CH Oxbow’s On To Silverado 
BOS CH Mar-Ric Kayndee Legacy
BOW/WB Ramblewood Hello Darlin’
WD Mar-Ric Sir Jackson Stonewall
RWD Darkover If You Can Dream
RWB Majic Azumawilbec Holiday 

Connection

Show Results
Tacoma KC, 1/16
BOB CH Otein’s Tommy Bahama
BOS/BOW/WB Kismet Pirate Treasure
WD G&J’s Navajo Spirits
RWD Darkover’Npawmarc 

Homeward Bound
RWB Ramblewood If I Were Your 

Woman

Sammamish KC, 1/17
GP3/BOB CH Otein’s Tommy Bahama
BOS/WB Kismet Pirate Treasure
BOW/WD Oxbow’s Gold Medal
RWD Tri- Ste’s And My Daddy Is
RWB Ramblewood If I Were Your 

Woman

Puyallup KC, 1/18
BOB CH Oxbow’s On To Silverado 
BOS CH Mar-Ric Kayndee Legacy
BOW/WB Ramblewood Hello Darlin’
WD Crossrivers Bodaciousone
RWD Ramblewood My Way At Gleneire
RWB Ramblewood Walking On 

Sunshine

Tualatin KC, 1/21
BOB CH Otein’s Tommy Bahama
BOS CH Lakeview’s Bell Of The Ball
BOW/WB Avonleah Bewitched At 

Tradewinds
WD Crossrivers Bodaciousone
RWD Ramblewood Don’T Stop 

Believin
RWB Ramblewood Luck Be A Lady II

DFA of Oregon, 1/22
BOB CH Otein’s Tommy Bahama
BOS CH Mar-Ric Kayndee Legacy
BOW/WD Oxbow’s Gold Medal
RWD Mar-Ric Sir Jackson Stonewall
WB Ramblewood If I Were Your 

Woman
RWB Alynn’s Solitaire TD MH OA AXJ

DFA of Oregon 1/23
BOB CH Oxbow’s On To Silverado 
BOS CH Mar-Ric Kayndee Legacy
BOW/WB Mar-Ric Kayndee Reflections
WD Tri- Ste’s And My Daddy Is
RWD Oxbow’s Gold Medal
RWB Ramblewood Walking On 

Sunshine

continued from page 1

•	 Polesitter’s M3	
American Championship	
Owners:  Art & Sharon Stewart & 
Michael Bockhorn

•	 Oxbow’s Bedazzled	
American Championship	
Owners:  Dave and Janee’ Kemp

•	 Lakeview’s Sonny Side of Life	
American Championship	
Owners:  Kaye McManamon, 
Donna Yaeger, Suzanne Bell

•	 Lakeview’s Belle of the Ball	
American Championship	
Kaye McManamon & Becky Rozewski

•	 Lakeview’s Midnight Magic	
American Championship	
Judy Joseph & Kaye McManamon

•	 CH Lakeview Beau’s Wild Bill	
Canine Good Citizenship 	
Owner:  Kaye Mcmanamon

•	 Bondir’s Victorie En Vol	
American Championship, 	
Canadian Championship	
Owners:  Kevin & Judy Griffith

•	 English’s Mighty Bruce	
Rally Novice, Novice Agility 	
Jumpers	
Owners:  Deborah & Cathy English



3

Dances With Dogs
The dance of a willing partnership between handler and dog is a joy. 
by Suzanne Clothier

Linda Tellington-Jones uses a 
beautiful analogy to describe her 
approach to working with animals: she 
sees the interaction between human 
and animal as a dance. For me, a good 
working relationship with any animal 
is like a wonderful dance - smooth, 
joyful and the result of two partners 
who clearly understand each other.

Of the two choices presented 
below, consider which “dancing part-
ner” you would prefer.

Partner A has high hopes for you 
as a dancing partner. As the music 
begins, you are not sure of what is 
expected, but you’re willing to try. 
You make a few mistakes, and begin 
to hesitate. Your partner growls and 
roughly grabs your arm, telling you in 
an increasingly louder voice what you 
are supposed to do. Your arm hurts, 
and you are beginning to be afraid. 
You make more mistakes, and your 
partner becomes angry and frus-
trated. You are desperately hoping for 
the music to stop. When the dance 
finally ends, he stalks off, muttering 
about your stupidity. You are upset, 
and not sure you want to dance again.

Partner B has high hopes for you as 
a dancing partner. As the music begins, 
you are not sure of what’s expected 
but you’re willing to try. You make a 
few mistakes, and begin to hesitate. 
Ignoring the music, your partner slows 
down, and with a smile, explains the 
basic steps again. He takes it very slow, 
until you’ve got it right. He cheers your 
success, and shows you the next few 
steps. Each time you succeed, your 
confidence soars. By the time the music 
stops, you’re eager to learn more, and 
look forward to your next dancing les-
sons. Your partner is very pleased with 
your progress, and comments on what 
a bright student you are.

None of us would willingly choose 
Partner A. But what makes Partner B 
so wonderful? He knows the value of 
a willing partner, and is able to help 
you become a willing partner through 
the use of some basic techniques:
•	 Recognizing your hesitation as con-

fusion, not stupidity, stubbornness 
or defiance

•	 Being flexible as a trainer. Although 
his initial goal might have been a 
flawless dance in perfect rhythm to 
the music, he sees that you are not 
yet up to that, so he changes his 
goal in order to help you learn.

•	 “Chunking down” the steps for you 
so that it is easy for you to learn 
and succeed at each step

•	 Encouraging you by making it 
pleasant for you to work and learn
These techniques are the hallmarks 

of any skilled trainer or teacher. A will-
ing dance partner is neither dominant 
nor submissive, but relaxed, confident 
and able to follow a clear lead. Within 
the dog-human relationship, the 
human usually takes the lead. After all, 
he’s the one who knows which dance 
is being danced, i.e. that the focus 
is on the tango and not the cha-cha. 
(Notable exceptions are tracking 
and Search & Rescue work, where a 
clear understanding of subtle signals 
and body language helps the human 
follow the dog’s lead.)

The thrill of a great performance, 
whether by a horse and rider, a dog 
and handler, or two dance partners, is 
the unison of two into a smooth and 
effective team. The dictionary defines 
teamwork as “work done by a number 
of associates, all subordinating personal 
prominence to the efficiency of the 
whole.” This is achieved by clarity in 
communication, response to the subtlest 
of signals and a willing partnership.

There is no joy in dancing with a 
reluctant partner, or dancing at the 
command of an imperious partner. 
While compromise is a necessary part 
of partnership, handlers should be 
very clear about the level of enjoy-
ment expressed by their dog. If you 
are looking for the utmost in willing-
ness in any activity, your dog must 
enjoy the activity as much as you do. 
Almost any dog can be trained to 
perform the basic mechanics of any 
exercise. Joyful participation in an 
exercise comes from the dog’s spirit, 
pride in his work, delight in showing 
what he knows. And your enjoyment 
and excitement about an activity can 
be contagious. If your dog does not 
naturally find an activity enjoyable, 
you must be willing to find a way 
to make it so, or accept the level of 
performance offered by a reluctant 
performer.

I find it incomprehensible when 
handlers complain about their dogs’ 
performance (or lack thereof) while 
readily admitting that the dog hates 
the particular activity. Invariably, the 
sentence ends with, “But I really want 
this title. All I need is for the dog to 
do it three times successfully, and then 
I’ll be happy.” Focused on a goal that 
is meaningless to the dog, the handler 
fails to understand that sometimes 
the greatest act of love is to let go 
of personal goals for the sake of the 
relationship.

continued on page 4
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continued from page 3

Equally incomprehensible is the 
handler who willingly acknowledges 
that they lose their patience, or get 
easily frustrated, or choke under the 
pressure of competition, or tense up 
and stop breathing in the ring but 
are unwilling to do anything about it! 
Critical to any partnership is the abil-
ity and willingness to work on yourself, 
outside of the demands of any activity 
or partnership. This is particularly true 
in the dog/human partnership.

Whatever your individual issues 
may be, if they are negatively affecting 
on your canine partner, you owe it to 
yourself, your dog and the partner-
ship to work to resolve or at least 
minimize the effects. Try hypnosis, 
counseling, Tai Chi, meditation, yoga, 
biofeedback or whatever suits you 
to learn how to control and improve 
yourself, but be realistic about your 
responsibility to the partnership. Dogs 
are generous, forgiving spirits, but 
they can’t always give more to make 
up for shortcomings on your side.

Whether it’s ice skating, ballroom 
dancing, doubles tennis, barrel racing, 
kayaking or dog sports, choosing a 

dance partner requires some basic 
information. In my mind, the dog/
human partnership is very similar to a 
human/human partnership with one 
very important exception: the dog 
cannot make an informed decision to 
participate and thus is always a draftee, 
not a volunteer. This puts greater 
responsibility on the handler to be fair.

Awareness of your skills and 
limitations as well as your 
partner’s

What do you do best? What do 
you enjoy? What do you find less 
enjoyable? What emotional/physical/
intellectuals assets and liabilities do 
you bring to the partnership? Do you 
choke under pressure or thrive on 
competition?

Accurate assessment of the kind 
of partner you need

Are you compulsive about training 
and need a partner who knows when 
to say “enough”? Are you reluctant to 
train frequently, and need a partner 
who urges you on to practicing as you 
should? Do you want to reach the pin-
nacles of achievement, or will you be 
happy with an adequate performance?

Honest assessment of your goals 
as a team

What will be required to achieve 
those goals? Do both you and your 
partner have the necessary skills? Are 
both of you equally committed to the 
hard work necessary? What happens 
if you fall short of those goals? How 
will that impact the partnership? 
What happens if the partnership 
does not work? How will you alter 
your goals? How will that impact the 
relationship?

The pursuit of excellence is a won-
derful idea. At its best, any partner-
ship seeks to find the indefinable spot 
where each partner has given their 
best, and together, the highest abili-
ties of the partnership are brought 
to bear on a given goal. It may not be 
Olympic level performance. It may 
even seem laughable to those look-
ing on. But excellence is not always 
judged by external measures. Hold 
tight to the excellence within your 
heart, for when it exists, free of ego 
and outside pressures, the joy of the 
dance itself shines through.

Copyright © 2007-2009 Flying Dog Press/
Suzanne Clothier. Printed with permission.
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Coming Events
Conformation & 
Obedience
April 17-18, 2010
Ephrata-Moses Lake KC
Moses Lake, WA
Saturday: Larry J. Sinclair
Sunday: Donald B. Harris

April 23-26, 2010
Lewiston Cluster
Lewiston, ID
Friday: Carolyn Thomas
Saturday: Elliott B. Weiss
Sunday: Terry Stacy
Monday: Nancy D. Simmons

May 1-2, 2010
Walla Walla Kennel Club
Walla Walla, WA
Saturday: Eva E. Berg
Sunday: Patricia V. Trotter

May 8-9, 2010
Olympia Dog Fanciers
Elma, WA
Saturday: Hal N. Engel, DVM
Sunday: Charles P. Herendeen III

May 13-16, 2010
Cascade Cluster
Klamath Falls, OR
Thursday: Dianne Kroll
Friday: Hal N. Engel, DVM
Saturday: Bud DiDonato
Sunday: Arlene K. Davis

May 22-23, 2010
Mt. Baker Kennel Club
Lynden, WA
Saturday: Anne Savory Bolus
Sunday: Robert L. Robinson

May 29-30, 2010
Spokane Kennel Club
Spokane, WA
Saturday: W. Everett Dean, Jr.
Sunday: Linda C. More

May 31-June 1, 2010
Coeur d’Alene Dog Fanciers
Monday: Gloria Kerr
Tuesday: Dr. Alvin W. Krause

June 5-6, 2010
Yakima Valley Kennel Club
Yakima, WA
Saturday: Desmond J. Murphy
Sunday: Col. Joe B. Purkhiser

June 12-13, 2010
Puyallup/Tacoma Cluster
Saturday: Kathy A. Rust
Sunday: Debbie Campbell

June 15-16, 2010
Tuesday: W. Everett Dean, Jr.
Wednesday: Kenneth A. Buxton

June 17-20, 2010
Blackfoot Cluster
Blackfoot, ID
Thursday: Dorothy M. Macdonald
Friday: Frank T. Sabella
Saturday: Claire K. Steidel
Sunday: Lawrence J. Sinclair

June 26-27, 2010
Canby, OR
Saturday: Frank N. Summerside
Sunday: Merlin J. Van De Kinder

AKC Agility
April 16-18, 2010
Auburn, WA

May 28-31, 2010
Eugene, OR

June 4-7, 2010
Canby, OR
Caldwell, ID

June 17-20, 2010
Blackfoot, ID
Moscow, ID

June 25-27, 2010
Albany, OR

Tracking
April 18, 2010
TD: Eugene, OR

April 25, 2010
TDX: Yelm, WA

May 2, 2010
TD: Salem, OR

May 9, 2010
TDX: Sprague, WA

May 16, 2010
VST: Seattle, WA 
VST: Shoreline, WA

May 23, 2010
TDX: Junction City, OR

Hunt Tests
April 24-25, 2010
Rochester, WA

May 29, 2010
Fort Lewis, WA

May 30-31, 2010
Rochester, WA

All Hands on Deck
The 2010 National Specialty is approaching 	

and we need all the help we can get. 	

You can visit the national specialty’s 	
website committee page at: 	

http://www.essftanational.com/committees.html
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2009 Officers
Ken English, President 
19500 NE 17th Ct.	
Ridgefield, WA 98642	
(360) 887-8139 • toupy@aol.com

Marcia Moquin, Vice President 
2638 Nautilus Avenue, NW	
Salem, OR 97304-1067	
(360) 649-1084 • mgmoquin@comcast.net

Chris Alver, Corresponding Sec.
6039 NE 29th Ave.	
Portland, OR 97211	
(503) 249-0162 • alver6403@comcast.net

Betty Schwartz, Recording Secretary 
P.O. Box 219	
Seal Rock, OR 97376-0219	
(541) 563-5765 • vanityfr@teleport.com

Carol Callahan, Treasurer 
5310 S. Bates Rd.	
Spokane Valley, WA 99206	
(509) 927-5917 • donahan@aol.com	

Board of Directors
Includes all officers plus:

Carol Jansen
(503) 581-1826
cajansen1@comcast.net

Janeé Kemp 
(503) 663-1335	
djkemp@gotsky.com

Debbie Kirsh 
(503) 287-8194	
debjeffkirsch@hotmail.com

Susan Smith 
(503) 393-2187	
Rivsrfun@email.msn.com 

Art Stewart 
(503) 466-2305	
Arthstw@aol.com

Dog Bytes is bimonthly newsletter pub-
lished by the Willamette Valley English 
Springer Spaniel Association. 

Any questions, comments, or article 	
submissions can be forwarded to the 
editor. The editor reserves the right to 
edit or to refuse any copy.

Kelly J. Callahan, Editor	
19215 SE 34th St., Suite 106-275	
Camas, WA 98607	
(360) 834-8005	
kelly.callahan@gmail.com

Kelly J. Callahan, Editor	
19215 SE 34th St., Suite 106-275	
Camas, WA 98607	


